HONORING EYAK: POTLATCH PERFORMANCE GR: PRE-K-2 (LESSONS 3-4)

Elder Quote:i When Gal ushia was eight years ol d he alt
Tlingit on Kayak Island. lis of the same type as that given by the Eyak. The potlatch was
given to all the Eagle people.
AfiWe all started together from Al agani k, an
whereLake Eyak drains into the Eyak River].tdiok us three days to get totidda. We
stayed there a week. Then they sent arnast sloop to take us over to that island. We
stayed on the island a couple of days before they gave the potlatch. The first day there
was a big feed. The second day they gave us the blankets aadicbdcloth]. The
potlatch began early in the morning and lasted until late at night. The house was so
crowded that we kids were outside | ooking
- Galushia Nelsorgyak Indianf the Copper River Delta, Alaska

Grade Level PreK-2

Overview: The Eyakadopted the custom of potlatches, great ceremonial feasts of food and gifts
given to the guests, to celebrate important occasions. Thesdomgekvents required not only
preparing enough food but acquiring enough gifts to iwbe guestsFormalclothing, hats

and face paintd e mo n s t r a tprdd inparécpatihgenthese traditional gebgethers.

Brooke Johnson introduces the Kindergarten, First & Second Graders at
Mt. Eccles Elementary School Culture Wéakembly 2018
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Standards

AK Cultural AK Content CRCC
B1: Acquire irsights from other cultures Geog raphy B1:know that places L1: students should understand the valu
without diminishing the integrity of their own| have distinctive characteristics and importance of theyaklanguage and be

actively involved in its preservation.

Lesson Goal Studentdearnabout the Eyak potlatch ceremonies and traditional weaving skills.

Lesson Objectives Students will:

1 Learn abouEyakpotlatch traditios and weaving skills
1 Observe Tlingit influences on Eyak regalia.
1 Create potlatch hats and Chillstyle robes.
1 LearntheEyakvocabularylisted below.
Vocabulary Words:
English: Eyak
mountain goat dl aaq6Ayad
chief K'ulAXiit'inhinh
blanket Gu'L
feast k 6uwah

Materials/Resources Needed:
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Access to a video screen.

Paper plateéwvhite Chinet dinner platesre idea) - one per student

Paper bowls (white Chinét%2 inchsoup bowlsare ided) - one per student

12 oz.wide cups 1-3 per student

Die (with onlynumbeed sidedl, 2, 3 visiblenumbers4,5,6 taped over & renumbered 12,3
Optional Brown paint (to imitate spruce root color) goaintbrushegor colors to copy the
designs examples)

Hole PuncherStapler Glue, Scissors (one pair petudent) crayons or markers

Tapestry needles

Yarn for chin straps and cape ties

Chilkat Robe Design (See belotiplarge and print one robe per student

White poster board one per student

Construction papér black or yellow for robe background, blaglkellow, and light blue for
6potlatchdéd ring bands.

Optionat Bits of white roving (unspun yarn);hite yarn for fringe

Web Resource:

1
T

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YraJBuYfR@k57)Lily Hope Chilkat Weaveii How
Chilkat rokes are woven (Q:42); Tralitional urinebased gles (1:42-2:56
http://www.sheldonmuseum.org/vignettes/chitkédnketOrigins of Chilkat blanket weaving
and uses
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http://eyakpeople.com/dictionary
http://eyakpeople.com/files/Dictionary%20Audio%20Files/Chief_GL.mp3
http://eyakpeople.com/files/Dictionary%20Audio%20Files/Blanket_GL.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YraJBuYfRgk
http://www.sheldonmuseum.org/vignettes/chilkat-blanket
https://mail.chugachmiut.org/owa/

TeacherPreparation:

1 Review Activity Plan and practiceyakvocabulary

1 There are two regalia items to complgietlatch hats and Chilkat robdgeview origins of
the Chilkat blanket weaving on Sheldon Jackson Museum wdisti#d above.

1 Potlatch HatsAssembleand prepare potlatch hat materiagsnecessary for age group
(Cut4 dlia. circle from plate centersrd®punchholes inp | a times 4 80° aparfor chin
straps Poke holsin cupcentest hr ough whi ¢ h p ocattathad; Roke hdlesi ngs 6
incup(®@ ot | at cehtergPrethiggad Yapestry needleswitk826 of vy ar n

1 Prepare die- or a single d - with renumbered sides (tape over 4,5, and 6 and renumber as
1,2, and 3).

1 Chilkat Robes: Assemblend prepare ChilkaRobes materials as necessary for age group
(Enl arge and print Chil kat Robe design on 11
approxi mat Il4y ;24a ibny b2t om corners (divide
lower right and left thirds diagonally;ndi cat e oO6fringe | ined appr o>
edge. (See photo below.)

Opening:
Usingamap of Alaskapoint outwhere traditional Eyak lands are locatadl note the

nei ghbori ng p e oiatltodhe westlaadrihe $lingd thdreast Femigdostudats
thatboth of these tribeswere much larger than the Eyak. The Eyak peoften acted as
middlemen betwen the Sugpiat and the Tlingit trib@seaning tht the Eyak people helped their
neighbordgrade with each other amdble toavoid neeting each other directlyl his also meant
that the Eyaloften met with their neighbors and were influenced by their hospitality customs
andhow they traditionally hosted visiting guesiBhe Eyak especially those living in the
Yakutat area, were espalty influenced by the Tlingit

There are no potlatches described in traditional Eyak legends or stories but over time as the Eyak
interacted and intermarried with their Tlingit neighbors to the east they adopted and adapted
some Tlingit customs. Amortgese adopted customs was hosting of ceremonilatgloesi

great feasts of food, dancirand giving. These pecial occasions demanded special clothing

from hats to cloaks to face paintinfRead firstElder quotation from Galushia Nelson aboye

Palatches were given tdedicate a new potlatch house; to mourn for those killed in battle; to
remember a dead relative, and to honor visitd®o t | at ches demonstrated a
importance. If you could provide much foodytmur guest&nd givethem a lot of giftst proved

you were powerful indeed.

Let us look at some photographs that show the regalia used during these potlatches.
1 Show Potlatch Dancers photos pointing out Chilkat robes and potlatch ring hats.
U http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/ref/collection/cdmg21/id/Rdtlatchers imlancing costumes,
Sitka Alaska 1898; ASIP330123; Note Chilkat Robe top center.
U http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/ref/collection/cdmg21/id¥skutat Natives irpotlatch
dancing ostumes, Sitka Alaska, Dec. 9, 1904; ABB30786; Note @ilkat robes and
potl atch hats with ew,leftphdaight potl atch rings?©o
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http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/ref/collection/cdmg21/id/24
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/ref/collection/cdmg21/id/54

Listen as | eadan excerpt from the bodkyak Indiansof the Copper River Deltautloud about
whatGalushia Nelsomemembers about a potlatshWh en Gal ushi a was a chil
Alaganik gave a potlatch to which the Tlingit frétayak Island were invited. The Tlingits fired
shots before landing, and waited in the river, singing for some time. After they landed they sang
again. They did not have to sing much that first day because they were tired. They were painted
anddressed n Chi | kat bl ankets. 0

- Eyak Indians of the Copper River Delta, Ald$ka

Let6s | ook at s o meShgwhotlatchd#lat Bdwer Paf@ekbaldwec h hat s .

L

Potlatch Hats.pptx

Note: These are Tlingit hats which often served to inspire Eyak variations.
(Very few Eyak artifacts have survived and we have to rely on photographs of similar items as
wedohereYypically, the hatsd desi ghaglearRad® cat ed a
E a c h antop oitihefespruce root hats indicates the number of potlatches the wearer has
hosted' signs of great prestigend importance

Activities:

Class 1:

1. Announce that students will each make a potlatch hat and the number of potlatch rings each
student attached will be based amoll of the die. Remind students that potlatches required
such a large amount of resources they were not common affairee 8ehasthenumbers
1,2,and 3

2. Have each student roll the di®istribute thecorrespondingf u mber of dGppet | at c h

3. Hand out plate, bowl and ask the students to color the hat with traditional designs they saw in
pictures shown in PowerPoint.

4. Demonstrate order of hat assembly and distribert@ainder ohat making materials
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Glue open bowl to center of plate bottom
If not alreadypreparedthread23 6 of yarn onto needle and t

From undersideull yarn through holeand continue through designated number of
Opotlatch ringdé bowl s.

E |

1 Tape off end of yarn to prevent yarn from slipping back out.

s T—w

T With the yarn steadying the sd¢upsonkopd bowl s
and tie off tightly to hold thma in place.
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1 Thread yarn through plate rims to serve as chin straps.

1 Optional:Painthatb s pr uce r oot br oocompletelpdoyfoor and al |
designing later

1 Optional: Have students make animal based designs on hat brim and/atherap
6 pot | atwithhbands oblack, gellow, or light blugpaperusing a stapler to
attach them(Note: Glue does not adhere well to waxed cu{@e photo above.)
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Students listeasBob Laddshares a Chuach Ieh“d, Mt. Eccles Clr Week Assembly 2018

Activities T_Chilkat Robes:
Class II:
1. Show Power Point for Chilkat robes (Sedow.) Note: Mountain Goat hair was often
collected from bushes where hairs were rubbed off fpassing goats.
4
Chilkat
Weaving-Kindergart

2.Show OLi |y Weopvees-1.@h $EEOkehsite above) Note: Like their Tlingit
neighbors to the east the Eyak wove cloaks made with thigh spun mountain goat hair and cedar
strips. The Sugpiat, to the west of the Eyak lands did not spin or weave yarns.

Optional Distribute bits of roving for students to try thigipinning into yarn Discuss talent
required to spin the wool and then combine it with the thin strips of cedar.
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3. Show photos of students wearing potlatch hats and Chilkat robes. (See above.)
4. Distributerobe materials (poster board, robe design, background paper, glue, scissors,
markers.
5. Describeand demonstrate Chilkat robe assembly.
1 Orient poster board vertically and punch holes in upper right and left corners. Trim lower
right and left corner thirdand draw fringe line approximately six inches above trimmed
bottom edge as shown below.

= =

-

paper sheets onto poster board above fringe line.

ST -

1 Glue black or yellow construction

Color in Chilkat design (traditional colors: white, black, yellow, blue, graad)glue to
center of robe.
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corners. Thread yarn through corner holes for cape ties.
6. Have students don outfits and explain when this regalia would have been worn.
7. Optionat Arrange for students to parade around the school in their outfits. With a Native

drum(or recording ofa drum beathavethe students form a procession and greet other classes
with an Eyak hellotAXiishuh (lit.: Is that you all?).
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http://eyakpeople.com/files/Dictionary%20Audio%20Files/hello_2_GL.mp3

Assessment

1 Studenscan describenountain goat hair thigh spinning.

1 Students created facsimiles of potlatch hats and Chilkat robes.
1 Studentexplainthe Eyakpotlatchtradition.

1 Studentscorrectlypronouncd the Eyakvocéaulary words

' Birket-Smith, Kaj, and Frederica de Lagufidae Eyak Indians of the Copper River Delta, AlagkdS Pr, 1976.
p.181

" Birket-Smith,p.167
" Birket-Smith, p.183
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Chilkat Robe Design
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